
t 

During fall semester qualifying juniors 
were presented with the opportunity to 
apply for North Carolina Governor’s 
School. One of the qualifications 
required students to earn a minimum score 
on state tests and be a Junior in high 
school. Governor’s School is a five week 
summer program in which students 
live on a college campus and attend 
academic seminars to further improve 
their education. Governor’s School 
offers programs from two branches: 
Academic, and Visual and Performing 
Arts. In the Academic branch, students 
can apply for the following 
programs: Natural Sciences, 
Social Sciences, English, Mathematics, 
or Foreign Language. The Visual and  
Performing Arts branch provides: Art, 
Choral Music, Instrumental Music, Dance, 
and Theater. Students had to complete 
an application process and wait for their 
results. Nominees have to go through both 
a local and state selection process before 
finding out if they’ve been accepted into 
the program.

Here at UCEC, a multitude of students 
were eligible for Governor’s School, 
with many completing the application 
process. Of this group, three students 

were chosen to move forward;  
Nicollette M., Jebediah M., and  
Johon M. Students made it past the local 
and on to the state selection committee. 
This process took several months to 
complete and finally on March 11, 
acceptance and 
rejection letters were sent out to the 
finalists. We are sad to say that none of 
UCEC’s finalists were accepted, but we 
are proud of our first group to reach this 
level in the process.
Our nominees give their final thoughts 
about the process: 

“As a nominee for Governor’s School I 
was honored just by the recognition, and 
although I didn’t make it past the state 
selection I appreciated the opportunity. It 
makes me really proud that my home state 
acknowledges future scholars like myself 
and my peers, and gives them the 
opportunity to participate in a fun and 
challenging academic environment.” 
~Nicollette M. 

“While it is a slight disappointment to 
have been denied admission into the 
Governor’s School program, it was an 
honor to have been nominated to the 
final level. I think it’s great that the 
state of North Carolina, as well as the 
Union County school district, takes the 

time to recognize people like me and 
my peers for our academic excellence. 
It was truly amazing to have been given 
the 
opportunity to participate in a program 
so widely-known.”  
~ Jebediah M.

“It was truly an honor to be 
 nominated. I was quite ecstatic when I 
found out that I passed the regionals. 
It was a great experience to go through.”
~ Johon M.

While these students didn’t make the
 final cut, they have been put on a wait-
ing list and we are so proud of their 
accomplishments. UCEC is full of 
bright, young achievers  
that will go far in life.

-Nicollette M
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On March 18th, UCEC  
students had a 
Multicultural Day. All 
clubs were responsible for 
bringing a component of 
the world to the school. For 
example, photography club 
displayed Mrs. Bell’s actual 
Greece pictures, and created  
posters of cultural pictures 
from around the world. 
Mrs. Bell even treated the 
students to Baklava, a 
famous Greek dessert.  
The movie club did an 
analysis and created posters 

of foreign films. The cooking 
club introduced fruit and  
vegetables from various 
countries around the world, 
including bitter fruit, which 
some students enjoyed, but 
most found disgusting. Sports 
club showed off the cultures 
by wearing soccer jerseys 
from their favorite countries 
and played popular sports in 
those countries. The graphic 
arts club had one of the most 
interesting ways of showcasing 
global awareness by creating 
selfies of themselves in spots 
around the world, such as the 

Eiffel Tower in Paris, Dubai, 
and the Himalayas. Overall, it  
was an interesting and creative  
way to showcase various 
cultural components of the 
world. 

-Alexis C 
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Every year on March 8th, the world observes 
International Women’s Day (IWD), formerly 
called International Working Women’s Day. 
On this day, the world  
celebrates women’s achievements, whether it be 
political, social, economical, or cultural; while 
also promoting gender equality.
IWD has been around for about a century and 
is gaining  
popularity each year. The exact date of the 
formulation of IWD is not really known, but it 
can be traced as far back as 1908. 15,000 women 
marched through the streets of New York City 
demanding for the same rights that men had at 
their jobs, as well as voting rights. One thing 
that the International Women’s Day declares 
is that “IWD has been occurring for over a ce 
ntury - and is growing annually from strength 

to strength.”
Here’s a timeline of the progression of IWD:
1909: The Socialist Party of 
 America declared that February 28 would be 
the first National Women’s Day (NWD) 
 and it was observed  
across the United States. NWD was 
celebrated on the last  
Sunday of February until 1913.
1910: Leader of the Social  
Democratic Party in Germany, Clara Zetkin 
proposed the idea of an International Wom-
en’s Day that celebrated women everywhere 
and pushed for their demands.
1913: In further discussions, it was agreed that 
IWD would be observed on March 8 every 
year, globally.
1996: Themes were starting to be declared 
each year. In 1996, it was “Celebrating the past, 
Planning for the Future”. This year’s theme is 

“#PledgeforParity”.
2000: The momentum of IWD slowed down 
globally and feminism was not relevant then.
2001: The IWD website was launched 
(successfully) to “re-ignite” the movement.
2011: President Barack Obama declared 
March 2011 to be  
“Women’s History Month”,  
encouraging Americans to reflect “the extraordi-
nary accomplishments of women” in shaping the 
country’s history. Hillary Clinton also launched 
the “100 Women Initiative: Empowering 
Women and Girls through International 
 Exchanges”.
“So make a difference, think globally and act 
locally!” For more information about IWD, visit the 
IWD website at http://www.internationalwomens-
day.com/.

-Rocio C., Mindy T.
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Cyclone Zone

May 2 - 6: Teacher Appreciation Week
May 6: Relay for Life
May 10: Last day for SPCC classes
May 11: SPCC Graduation
May 12: UCEC Graduation
May 24:  Last day of School

On the Horizon at

Students, if you have anything you would like to feature in the Cyclone Zone, contact Mrs. Bell,  
Victoria Blancas, Alexis Cruse, Karsyn Morrow, or Cindy Nguyen.

UCEC would like to thank the businesses who 
support us; support them!
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